
March 20th, 2018 

Dear Parents,  

This letter is to help you get to know the leadership for the Higher Calling Ropes Camp your child will attend this 

summer. We have a very talented and qualified staff with many years of experience working in youth ministry. The camp 

leadership staff is comprised of all professional ministers who are paid by their parish or school. All the staff, counselors 

and support staff who will chaperone and guide your child have had a complete criminal background check by the 

Archdiocese of Portland and completed Called to Protect safe environment training. 

 We are entering our 19th year of Higher Calling Ropes Camp. Camp began in 2000, and has always been under 

the leadership of Mike Douglass, who is the Coordinator of Youth Ministry at St. James Parish in McMinnville. Mike has 

seen this camp grow to include teens from all over the Archdiocese (from as far away as Ashland) and has also 

welcomed teens from Washington! As camp has grown, Mike has shared planning responsibilities with assistant 

directors each year who are professional Coordinators of Youth Ministry in their parishes. Kristin Mombert from St. Pius 

X, Portland has been helping coordinate camp since 2013. Christina Kosiewicz from St. Edward, Keizer has been involved 

with camp since 2013 and we are blessed each year she takes on a bigger role. Other professional coordinators of youth 

ministry, and a group of dedicated chaperones (many of whom are parents) will join us again this year to make sure the 

teens have good, clean, safe fun all week!   

A number of priests will join us during the week to offer Mass, Reconciliation and Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament. Fr. Mike Walker from St. James McMinville will be with us all week. Fr. Jeff Ervin, the Director of Vocations 

for the Archdiocese of Portland will join us as well along with some seminarians from Mt. Angel Seminary. 

We are excited to welcome back Doug Tooke as our keynote speaker for camp! Doug was a regular at camp for 

years and has worked in Youth Ministry in Helena, MT and currently is the Director of Marketing and Development for 

ODB films. We are blessed to have him back to speak to the youth each night about their faith and tie ropes courses and 

real life experiences into living out our faith!  

We are excited to welcome Justin Dery to our team as our worship leader this year! David Casey is no longer 
able to join us as they are expecting a child this summer! Justin Justin Dery is a contemporary Catholic/Christian artist, 
worship leader, singer-songwriter and youth minister. Recently relocating to Anderson, South Carolina, Dery serves as 
Director of Youth Ministry and Technology, at Saint Paul the Apostle, in Seneca, South Carolina. 

 

Please talk with your child before the camp and discuss with them the information in this letter. Do they have all 

they need for the camp that is listed on the “to bring list”? Are their clothes and swimsuits appropriate for a Christian 

Camp? Modestly is an important part of our faith but also an important part of safety on the ropes courses (especially 

longer shorts for when teens are harnessed in for some courses.  Do they know the consequences of breaking camp 

rules (it could result in you being called to pick them up early)? Reviewing this information with your child before camp 

will help avoid any misunderstandings or problems during the week.  

 

You may send letters to your child, in care of Camp Yamhill, 19651 NW Old Railroad Grade Road, Yamhill, OR 

97148. You may e-mail your child by going to www.campyamhill.org on the web and filling in the e-mail form. Please 

note that cell phones do not work at camp. To reach your child in case of emergency only call: 503-662-3710. If you have 

any questions regarding this camp, please contact your parish youth minister. 

In Christ,  

Higher Calling Ropes Camp Directors  

Mike Douglass, Kristin Mombert, Christina Kosiewicz 


